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LIVE CATTLE TRADE SUSPENSION 

Statement 
HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.06 pm]: I know that 
people are probably keen to leave, but I made a commitment to two very old friends that, tonight, I would read a 
letter into the house. These two very good friends are Wendy and Grant Brooks, and they live in the Moora area. 
They are cattle farmers, and they also have a cattle farm in the Pilbara. They have been talking to me over the 
past few weeks about their concerns about the ban on the live animal exports; not necessarily the current 
implications for them because their export is mainly focused on the Middle East, but they are concerned about 
how it will ultimately roll on to impact on their business. They have also talked about their concerns about the 
impacts on employees of the industry, the impact on the businesses, the impact on the animal welfare issues that 
are developing because mustering has ceased, the concerns about banks foreclosing on loans, the loss of markets 
to key export destinations, and seasonal weather factors emerging as a threat to operations. Those are some of 
the issues they have canvassed with me.  

Their 16-year-old son, Spencer Brooks, has written a letter to Prime Minister Julia Gillard, and I have agreed to 
read out his letter. I think it is very commendable that a young fellow like Spencer has actually sat and thought 
this issue through. Whether we agree with them or not, we should congratulate young people for engaging and 
actually giving this is a go. I note that, today, Prime Minister Julia Gillard has announced a $30 million 
compensation package to try to resolve the issue—it may not be the be-all and end-all to solve the problem, but 
at least it is a start. Spencer’s letter reads — 

Dear Ms Gillard, 

I understand that there is mounting pressure from the Australian people to ban live exports. You must 
understand that not only are their opinions a minority, but also irrational. The live export trade supports 
many communities and provides income and prosperity. The positive benefits of this trade are immense 
and are a life-line for rural Outback-Australia.  

My name is Spencer Brooks; I am currently attending school in Year 11, taking the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme, a world-recognised curriculum. My parents own a cattle station in 
the Pilbara region and a farm in the Central West Region of Western Australia. My family are 
stakeholders in the live export industry as it is our prime source of income. The work my parents endure 
to put me through my secondary education is what ensures the future of prosperity and success in 
Australia, and in many ways for others and myself, the live export industry supports this.  

Retaining the live export trade will stop the occurrence of three problems in northern Australia relating to the 
environment, aboriginal welfare and boarder protection. Pastoralists are the only group that keep these problems 
at bay in northern Australia. By banning the live export trade and therefore shattering the pastoral industry, these 
three problems will shatter northern Australia.  

Firstly, the outback as we know it, and most importantly for you, the Labor Party image. 

The first and perhaps the most significant of these issues on the Greens and Labor Party agenda is the 
environment. If the pastoral industry were to cease because of the termination of the live export trade, 
the degradation of the northern rangeland environment would be colossal. The influx of weeds and feral 
animals to northern Australia would ruin the Outback as we know it, and potentially the Australian 
tourism industry. As the environment is an important agenda of the Labor/Greens government I believe 
it is a point worth raising. 

The second and the most controversial issue, which the Labor government has had to face, is the issue 
of boarder protection and boat people. Again without the occupation of pastoralists in the northern half 
of Australia such “neighbour hood watch” boarder protection will be non-existent. An example I know 
of was on a cattle station in the Pilbara region of Western Australia. Asylum seekers managed to reach 
the mainland and were found by a pastoralist who alerted customs. If pastoralists were to walk off the 
land because of the end of the live export trade, the issue of boarder protection would be a far more 
difficult issue to deal with that could taint the Labor image. 

The final issue is not just political, but on many fronts humanitarian. Several thousand Indigenous 
people in the Kimberly depend on the pastoral industry to work with the land like their ancestors did 
several generations ago. Conveniently the live export industry is the perfect medium for them to do this 
sustainably. If the live export industry were to end, a human atrocity far greater than that of The Stolen 
Generation would once again occur within the aboriginal people. The live export industry supports 
these aboriginal communities particularly, the youth, who, would other wise be unemployed and facing 
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a range domestic issues. Whether this particular issue occurring because of the banning of live exports 
has any impact on the political face of the Labor Party, or the economy, the fact of the matter is that it is 
a humanitarian issue. If the live export trade were to end, the suffering of Aboriginal people in northern 
Australia would be far worse than that of the cattle in Indonesia. 

Whilst I do not condone the atrocity of animal injustice in Indonesia there are far greater problems, 
which will be caused by the termination of live exports, which are occurring in our own back yard. 
These problems not only impact rural communities, and the economy, through the multiplier effect, but 
the image of the Labor government. 

Whilst this letter can be read and deleted, its message remains clear. Since important points are raised in 
this letter, it has been sent to other Liberal and Independent MP’s, who support the live export industry 
to ensure these points are voiced. 

Yours sincerely 

Spencer Brooks 
Moora, Western Australia 
22nd June 2011 

I have listened to a range of other people talk about these issues. I do not claim to have an in-depth knowledge of 
these matters, but I thought it was important to put on the record the view of a young person who is living in and 
hopes to work in the farming community, probably for the remaining days of his life. I was impressed that he 
could sit down and articulate his thoughts and concerns. His family asked me to read in his letter so that it would 
be on the record.  
 


